
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) created the Mississippi 
River Basin Healthy Watersheds 
Initiative (MRBI) in 2009 to improve 
water quality and enhance wildlife 
habitat within selected watersheds of a 
13-state area in the Mississippi River 
Basin. After five years of working closely 
with partners in 124 projects to work 
toward water quality improvement 
goals, NRCS is again offering the 
opportunity to focus conservation 
assistance in priority watersheds 
throughout the MRBI area. 

Next Phase of MRBI 
In this second phase of MRBI, NRCS 
and partners will work with farmers 
and landowners to implement and 
show the effectiveness of targeted, 
voluntary conservation systems in 
priority watersheds. Conservation in 
MRBI priority watersheds will focus 
on water quality, while also restoring 
wetlands, enhancing wildlife habitat, 
and sustaining agricultural viability in 
the Mississippi River basin.

Partnering in MRBI
NRCS is looking for strong partners — 
such as conservation districts, state and 
local agencies, universities, commodity 
groups, and nonprofit organizations 
— to align priorities and resources to 
further our conservation mission. NRCS 
state conservationists, in consultation 
with partner groups, will propose 
approximately five small watersheds 
(at the HUC-12 scale) for focused water 
quality conservation assistance and 

funding. These watersheds will be 
aligned with state and local priorities, 
including state nutrient reduction 
strategies.

Partners can work with NRCS to 
enhance the effectiveness of this 
targeted, small watershed approach in 
a variety of ways, including watershed 
planning; outreach to farmers, ranchers 
and forest landowners; providing 
technical assistance and additional 
financial assistance; and monitoring 
progress toward goals in the watershed. 

The first five years of MRBI have shown 
that focused water quality conservation 
in high priority areas can be effective 
in building strong partners, increasing 
trust and partnerships with landowners 
and farmers, and getting more 
conservation systems on the ground. 

How MRBI Works
NRCS state conservationists will 
propose new MRBI priority watersheds 
by March 13, 2015, with final selections 
and funding announced in early April 
2015. Program funding will be available 
through the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) and the 
Conservation Stewardship Program 
(CSP). To get involved in new MRBI 
watersheds, please contact your local 
state office to find out what areas will 
be eligible (see listing in next column). 

Arkansas: Dianne Schlenker, Initiatives Coordinator 
(dianne.schlenker@ar.usda.gov, 501-301-3152)

Illinois: Eric Gerth, Assistant State Conservationist 
for Programs (eric.gerth@il.usda.gov, 217-353-6628)

Indiana: Jill Reinhart, Assistant State 
Conservationist, Special Projects (jill.reinhart@
in.usda.gov, 317-295-5883)

Iowa: Larry Beeler, Assistant State Conservationist 
(larry.beeler@ia.usda.gov, 515-284-4353)

Kentucky: Deena Wheby, Assistant State 
Conservationist for Programs (deena.wheby@
ky.usda.gov, 859-224-7403)

Louisiana: Scott Edwards, Assistant State 
Conservationist for Partnerships and Initiatives 
(scott.edwards@la.usda.gov, 337-893-5664, x118)

Minnesota: Nick Vira, Assistant State 
Conservationist for Programs (nick.vira@mn.usda.
gov, 651-602-7931)

Mississippi: Gregory Brinson, Assistant State 
Conservationist for Programs (gregory.brinson@
ms.usda.gov, 601-965-5205, x111)

Missouri: Curt McDaniel, Assistant State 
Conservationist for Programs (curt.mcdaniel@
mo.usda.gov, 573-876-9363)

Ohio: John Wilson, Assistant State Conservationist 
for Programs (john.wilson@oh.usda.gov, 614-255-
2480)

South Dakota: Jeff Vander Wilt, Assistant State 
Conservationist for Programs (jeffrey.vanderwilt@
sd.usda.gov, 605-352-1226)

Tennessee: John Rissler, Assistant State 
Conservationist for Programs (john.rissler@tn.usda.
gov, 615-277-2576)

Wisconsin: Tom Krapf, Assistant State Conservation-
ist (tom.krapf@wi.usda.gov, 608-662-4422, x232)

National Headquarters: Meghan Wilson, 
Conservation Initiatives Coordinator  		
(meghan.wilson@wdc.usda.gov, 202-720-9615) and 
Martin Lowenfish, Conservation Initiatives Team 
Lead (martin.lowenfish@wdc.usda.gov, 202-690-
4979)

For more information, visit:  nrcs.usda.gov/initiatives
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